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MiIssionsQuest

Imagine the most beautiful sunset you have ever seen pur-
ples, pinks, yellows, and blues like an enormous painting
across the sky. What part of creation causes you to pause
and wonder and re ect on God and yourself and who
God created you to be? Is it the ocean and the sound of the
waves crashing against a beach made up of billions of grains
of sand or the view from the top of a mountain where you
feel like you can see forever? Is it the look on a loved one s
face or watching a baby with its mother? Is it watching the
clouds from a picnic blanket or looking at a butter y dancing
around multi-colored owers in a garden? What causes you
to stop and take a deep breath and wonder?

The Bible tells us many things about creation and not
just that God created the world in seven days. We also learn
that humans were formed in the image of God that God

knit together in our mothers wombs and knew us before
we were even born. God is certainly creative. Since we were
created in God s image, that has to mean that each of us is
creative as well.

Maybe you think, | don t have a creative bone in my
body. Not true! Maybe you are inspired by words, you love
to read and write. Perhaps you like to write poetry, funny
notes to lift a friend s spirits, or short stories. Maybe you
daydream about the next opportunity you Il have to take
pictures, write a song, play an instrument, create a painting,
design a new game, create a craft, sing, cook an amazing meal
for your family, perform in a drama, or arrange some owers.
The list is endless.

Not only did God create you to be the amazing person
that you are, God also created you with a purpose. God wants
you to follow His plan for your life and use all of the gifts and
talents that He has given you. In ways you could never begin
to imagine, God will give you opportunities to do what you
love to do for the purpose of sharing God s love with others.

JUotoUoniooo

“And you shall love the Lorp your
God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and

with all your strength.”

—Mark 12:30 (NKJV)

characterized by originality and

expressiveness; imaginative
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2 Core Activities

+ 2 Optional Activities

= 4 Activities for Each
Section (Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength)

MissionsQuest: Quest for Creativity

God has blessed you with the ability to be creative in all
areas of your life. God just wants you to give all of the gifts
He has blessed you with back to Him to be used in the way
He chooses.

Through activities in the Quest for Creativity, you will
explore a variety of ways you can use your creativity all
while learning more about Who God is, how God creates,
and how your gifts can be used to share God s love with
others.

Quest for Creativity Scripture
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together
in my mother s womb. | praise you because | am fearfully
and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, | know
that full well (Psalm 139:13 14 TNIV).

Purpose
To gain a greater understanding of how God has uniquely
created and gifted you for the purpose of using those gifts
to ful Il God s purposes in the world. You will also learn
to recognize and af rm the giftedness of others.

Understanding Your Quest
This quest has four sections:

™ Heart >Sou|

Mind I Strength

The activities in the Heart section are designed

to help you learn more about what the Bible says

about creativity. You Il learn about the creativity of
God, how Jesus used His creativity, and how God expects you
to use your creativity. You Il nd activities that include Bible
study, Scripture memorization, research, reading books and
articles, devotional activities, and spiritual disciplines. All of
these are intended to help you make a heart connection with
God. The more you know of God and think about His Word,
the better you can connect with Him, and the more you will
recognize God s creativity in the world and how God wants
you to be creative too.

Heart activities are foundational for Soul, Mind, and



Strength activities. Before you begin to choose which Heart
activities you want to do, read through the Soul, Mind, and
Strength activities. Although each activity stands alone, some
may tie together. For example, the Bible study you do in your
Heart activities may help you lead a children s group in a
Strength activity.
Soul activities will help you think about your own
> personal Christian journey. You will re ect on your
own creativity, explore creative methods that may
be new to you, and learn ways you can use your creativity
to praise God and to share Christ with others. Youll nd a
variety of activities that t the way you like to learn and grow
including writing in your journal, Internet research, self-
evaluation, contemplation, personal inventories, and prayer
experiences. Learning more about your relationship with God
will guide you in choosing Mind and Strength activities that
match your own personality and interests and the way God is
leading you to serve Him.
Mind activities will build on your Heart and Soul
activities. You will learn more actively and will con-
tinue to prepare you for Strength activities. Mind
activities include interviews with Christians whose creativ-
ity you admire, learning more about spiritual gifts, personal
inventories, Internet activities, learning from a role model or
a mentor, volunteering, and more ways to learn from others.
I Strength activities are actions that use all you ve

learned in the Heart, Soul, and Mind activities.

You Il put what you ve learned to work and help
other people learn about God s creativity and how they can
use creativity in their own lives to express worship and to
share God s love with others. You Il experience the joy of a
missions lifestyle, and you Il learn more about yourself, your
gifts, and God s direction in your life.

In each section Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength there
are two categories: core and optional. Of the four core activi-
ties, you Il choose two. Of the eight optional activities, you Il
choose two. By the end of the Quest, you will have com-
pleted 16 activities two core and two optional in each of the
Heart, Soul, Mind, and Strength sections.

You Il be choosing 16 activities from 48. With this variety
you can choose the kinds of things you like and avoid some
that you don t particularly like. But don t avoid those that
seem especially challenging to you. This is a great opportu-
nity for you to try new types of activities. At the end of each
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activity, you Il notice a Discovery statement. Complete this
statement when you have accomplished the activity.

You will want to do some of the activities alone. For other
activities, you may want to partner with another Acteen or
Christian adult or friend. And there are some activities that
your Acteens organization will probably work together to
select and do. Work with your Acteens” leader to plan your
Quest activities before you begin. When you have a plan, you
may want to record it on the form on page 43. When you
have completed each activity, let your Acteens leader initial
her approval.

You have the opportunity in the Quest for Creativity to
write one optional activity of your own that would replace an
optional activity that is already included in this guide. Think
carefully about an activity you could create that would help
you explore further something that you ve always wanted to
know about or challenge you to do something that would
impact your community for Christ. You must have your lead-
er s approval of the optional activity you have written before
you begin completing it.

For every activity you do, you will want to keep a record
in your journal. You will build a portfolio of all of your work.
Talk with your Acteens leader about your options and your
preferences. You may want to type each activity, print it, and
create a le folder for each activity. You may want to make
a scrapbook that also holds pages of what you write about
each activity. Some of the activities will ask you to write
your thoughts in a journal. Even if you keep your journal on
your computer, you Il need a notebook for times you need to
record your thoughts when you are away from home. Keep
all of your photographs, notes, and mementos for the entire
Quest, and be prepared to display some of them when you
celebrate the completion of the Quest.

Your Acteens leader will partner with you in your work.
Turn to her for advice and encouragement. She will also
review your work at various stages as you complete your
work.

Activities marked with a star () indicate that you must be a
Christian to do this activity. Activities with two stars (00) are
speci cally designed for girls who are not Christians.



HEAR T s

Choose two of the following four activities to complete.

Creation Variation
Wake up before dawn one morning and observe
m the sunrise outside your home. Read aloud Genesis

1 and 2, and pause after each day of creation in the verses to
re ect on what God made. Can you see this particular created
thing even now? Notice that God said each part of creation
was good. Offer up praise to God throughout this exercise.
Now get ready to experience the variation of God s creation
in the second part of this project!

Did you know that there are more than 500 species of
birds in North America? The color, design, and unique traits
of these creatures re ect God s brilliant creativity and are for
the unusual! Obtain a eld guide from a bookstore or library,
featuring winged creatures common to your state. Go to a
state park for a day or overnight trip and identify at least 20
different birds. List the names of these in your journal and
draw colored-pencil sketches of each. Write out Matthew 6:26
and 10:29 below your artwork. Include your work in your
Quest for Creativity portfolio.

Note: Did you notice that Genesis 1:26 begins with Then
God said (NKJV)? It was the phrase used at the beginning of
each distinct creation. God nished making the animals. And
said they were good at the end of verse 25. What God was to
create next would be completely unique man and woman.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
I drew closer to God by

The Tabernacle: A Work of Art
The Book of Exodus records the building of the
m tabernacle, God s dwelling place among Israel
throughout the journey to the promised land. In chapter
35, we read of an incredible ingathering of materials to be
used in the construction process. Chapter 36 begins with
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a special truth that Christian artists can deeply appreciate.
And Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom
the Lord has put wisdom and understanding, to know how to

do all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, shall
do according to all that the Lord has commanded (Ex. 36:1
NKJV). New Testament lists of spiritual gifts do not include
craftsmanship and artistry, yet here we nd a very speci ¢
calling on the lives of the people who would build God s
dwelling place. Verse 2 says God stirred their hearts to do
this work. In 2 Timothy 1:6, the Apostle Paul urges Timothy
to stir up the gift of God in himself. As a believer, Timothy
himself was God s dwelling place. And so are you! Lets take a
closer look at the original tabernacle.

Make a careful study of the construction of the tabernacle,
beginning in Exodus 36:8 and ending at 39:32. In your jour-
nal, list each of the items made and draw a rough sketch of
each, using colored pencils. Include your work in your Quest
for Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
| discovered that God enjoys

Jesus and Creativity
John 1:1 3 says, In the beginning was the Word,
m and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that
was made (NKJV).

Often we Christians forget about Christ s involvement in
creation. Yet, in Genesis 1:26, God said, Let Us make man in
Our image (NKJV). Through God s touch and God s voice,
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit created all of life! God
formed human beings from clay, gave song to the sparrow,
painted the angel sh, and hid a vast array of precious stones
and metals beneath the earth.

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus created and told
stories called parables to teach truths about God s king-
dom. Many of these parables are found in the book of
Luke. Choose one of these stories and, using one of the art
forms listed below, tell it again to your family or Acteens®



organization. (Note: this must be completely original art-
work!) If possible, take a picture of your presentation and
place it in your journal.

nger puppets
clay
music
poetry

Ask your audience members to sign their names in your jour-
nal. Include your work in your Quest for Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
I discovered that Jesus used creativity to

Gifted for His Glory
Two verses in the Bible show us the distinct dif-
m ference between the Old and New Testaments.

Psalm 68:18 tells us of God s reign over lIsrael as a King Who
received gifts from God s people (sacri ces and offerings for
the atonement of sin). In Ephesians 4:8 the Apostle Paul
quotes this same verse. Can you imagine it? A king taking
his throne and giving his people gifts? Not just any king, the
King.

If you are a Christian, you probably know that after Jesus
ascended to heaven, He sent the Holy Spirit to earth, to
remain among us and to dwell in the hearts of believers as
Comforter, Counselor, and Friend. Through the Holy Spirit
we each receive upon salvation one or more spiritual gifts
to be used for God s kingdom purposes. This list of gifts is
included in several places throughout the New Testament.
These gifts include prophecy, service, teaching, exhortation,
giving, leadership, mercy, wisdom, knowledge, faith, gifts of
healing, working of miracles, discerning of spirits, speaking
in tongues, interpretation of tongues, apostleship, evan-
gelism, and pastoring. Passages that speak about the Holy
Spirits role in our lives are Isaiah 43:1,6 7; Luke 4:18 21;
John 14:26 27; Acts 2:17 19; Romans 8:5,9; 1 Corinthians
12:4 13, and 2 Corinthians 1:21 22. Read these passages to
help answer questions you may have about the Holy Spirit.

MissionsQuest: Quest for Creativity
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Ask your pastor or Acteens leader to help you discover
your spiritual gifts, using a study guide and inventory, such
as Yours for the Giving: Spiritual Gifts by Barbara Joiner (to
order, visit www.wmustore.com or call 1-800-968-7301) or
Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow by C. Peter
Wagner (check your church library, local library, or bookstore
for this book). Record highlights from the study in your per-
sonal journal. Once you have completed this inventory, copy
the statement below to your journal and have your Acteens
leader complete it.

In pursuit of her Quest for Creativity, Acteen has
completed the following study of spiritual gifts: . She
has discovered that she is uniquely gifted in and

desires to use her gift(s) to glorify God in the church.
Leader signature:
Acteen signature:

Include a copy of your work and the above statement in your
Quest for Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
| discovered that God made me to be

12
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Choose two of the following eight activities to complete.

Spiritual Gifts in the Church
The Book of Ephesians has been described as a let-
m ter addressed to a group of believers who are rich
beyond measure in Jesus Christ, yet living as beggars, and
only because they are ignorant of their wealth (The Open
Bible, NKJV, Thomas Nelson, 1985).
Read the short book of Ephesians to identify your wealth

as a child of God and a recipient of a spiritual gift. Using a
study guide, such as Be Rich by Warren Wiersbe, take notes
in your journal on each of the six chapters in Ephesians.
Arrange with your Acteens leader to present your ndings
to the entire group. Include your work in your Quest for
Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
| discovered that | am rich because

The Apostle Paul: All Things to All People
Many different adjectives can be used to describe
B the Apostle Paul zealous, intelligent, hard work-
ing, compassionate, and missions-minded. Those are obvious
personality traits gleaned from his letters to friends and con-
gregations. But what about observant?

In 1 Corinthians 9:19 22, Paul tells the church at Corinth
his strategy in evangelism: be observant and communicate
on common ground. Read this passage and write in your
journal how he communicated to these particular people:

To all, he was a

To the Jews, he

To those under the law, he

To those without the law (Gentiles), he

To the weak, he
To all people, he
Acts 17:16 31 records Paul s sermon on Mars Hill, a message

MissionsQuest: Quest for Creativity
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in which he introduced to the Athenians the God of cre-
ation. Record verses 22 and 23 in your journal. Note how the
Apostle used observation skills to communicate the gospel
creatively.

It becomes obvious that Paul knew how to relate to
people. His eyes were always open to things he shared in
common with nonbelievers, and he used it for Christ s sake.
For one week at school, observe your relationships with non-
believers. In your journal, list the initials of 20 individuals
who you think do not know Christ and write something you
have in common with each person. Commit to showing the
people the love of Christ this year, in word and friendship.
Include your work in your Quest for Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
| observed that

Clever Women of the Bible
Choose one of these biblical women on which
W to write a report: Rahab, Esther, Ruth, Lydia,

Proverbs 31 woman. Study the story surrounding her life.
Use commentaries if desired. Prepare a three-page report that
answers the following questions: Who is she? What is her
occupation? How does her life in uence those around her?
How does she react to dif cult circumstances? How does
she manage daily tasks? How does she use creative skills (in
thought and craft) in her situation? How has God used this
woman for His purposes? Include your work in your Quest
for Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exer-
cise, | discovered that | had this in common with the
woman | studied

14
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David: Made to Praise
Are you a talented singer, instrumentalist, artist,

B actor, dancer, or cook? Do you like to express your-
self? To make things? Can you walk into an empty room with
a piano and not touch it? Do your hands dget at the sight of
a new pack of magic markers? Does blank paper inspire you
to draw? Space to dance? Silence to sing?

David was that sort of person as a shepherd boy and, later,
as a fugitive king. He could play any instrument his hands
touched and express any emotion his heart felt. He is a piv-
otal person in Israel s history, and therefore, in yours as a
believer.

Obtain a copy of Beth Moore s book, A Heart Like His,
and read it as your daily devotional book for two months.
Underline sections that speak to you and encourage you in
your walk with Christ. Once completed, review these notes
with your Acteens leader, mother, or other Christian woman
in your church. Record in your journal thoughts that have
touched your heart. Include your work in your Quest for
Creativity portfolio.

Heart Discovery: While completing this exercise,
| discovered that | have these things in common with
David

Say It “By Heart”
Memorize one of the following Scripture passages
B that communicate the truths of God s creative

work. Copy it into your journal and review it several times
daily, memorizing small sections at a time. When ready,
quote the entire passage to your Acteens organization,
Sunday School class, or other accountability group. Have
each person sign your journal below the passage. Include
your work in your Quest for Creativity portfolio.

Psalm 139

Psalm 19

Psalm 66

Psalms 98 and 100
Psalm 104:1 24

MissionsQuest: Quest for Creativity
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